
May 21, 2023 
Sunday of the Blind Man 

 
1st Antiphon 
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises. 
 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
 
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee and sing to 
Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain) 
 
Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 
2nd Antiphon 
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon 
us, and have mercy upon us. 
 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing unto 
Thee. Alleluia. 
 
That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the 
peoples give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. (Refrain) 
 
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain) 
 
Glory… Both now… Only begotten Son and Word of God… 
 
3rd Antiphon  
Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let them that Him flee from before 

His face. 
 
Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon 
those in the tombs, bestowing life! 
 
As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. (Refrain) 
 
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain) 
 
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. (Refrain) 
 
The Entrance Hymn 
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. Save us, O 
Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing unto Thee: Alleluia (3x). 
Resurrection Troparion (Tone 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born of the Virgin for our salvation. For He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the 
flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

Troparion for St. Raphael of Brooklyn (Tone 3) 
Rejoice, O Father Raphael, Adornment of the holy Church! Thou art Champion of the 
True Faith, Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the oppressed, Father to orphans and 
Friend of the poor, Peacemaker and good Shepherd, Joy of all the Orthodox, Son of 
Antioch, Boast of America. Intercede with Christ God for us and for all who honor thee. 
 
Troparion for Sts. Constantine and Helen (Tone 8) 
Having seen the image of Thy Cross in Heaven, and, like Paul, having received the call 
not from men, Thine apostle among kings, Constantine, entrusted the commonwealth 
to Thy hand, O Lord. Keep us always in peace, by the intercessions of the Theotokos, 
O only Lover of mankind. 
 
Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8) 
O Christ our God, though thou didst descend into the grave, yet didst thou overthrow the 
pow’r of Hades and rise as an Immortal Conqueror. Thou didst greet the myrrh-bearing 
women with joy, and to thine apostles thou didst send thy peace, and to the fallen, O Lord, 
didst bring resurrection.  
 
The Prokeimenon 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth.  
The heavens declare the glory of God. 

 
The Epistle                                          Acts 26:1. 12-20 
In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for 
yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense: “I journeyed to 
Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. At midday, O 
king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round 
me and those who journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, I 
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.’ And I said, ‘Who art Thou, 
Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting. But rise and 
stand upon your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to 
serve and bear witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in 
which I will appear to you, delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, 
to whom I send you to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Wherefore, O King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those at 
Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God and perform deeds worthy of 
their repentance.” 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                                                  John 9:1-38 
At that time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from his birth.  And His 
Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?”  Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the 



works of God might be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of Him Who sent 
me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.”  As He said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the 
spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam” [which means Sent].  So he went and washed and came back seeing.  The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man 
who used to sit and beg?”  Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is like him.”  
He said, “I am the man.”  They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.”  They said to 
him, “Where is He?”  He said, “I do not know.”  They brought to the Pharisees the man 
who had formerly been blind.  Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay 
and opened his eyes.  The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.  
And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.”  But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”  There was a division 
among them.  So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since 
He has opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is a prophet.”  The Jews did not believe that 
he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man 
who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind?  How then does he now see?”  His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.”  His parents 
said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 
should confess Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 
parents said, “He is of age, ask him.”  So for the second time they called the man who 
had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a 
sinner.”  He answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.”  They said to him, “What did He do to you?  How did He 
open your eyes?”  He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you too want to become His disciples?”  
And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He 
comes from.”  The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel!  You do not know where He 
comes from, and yet He opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him.  
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 
born blind.  If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.”  They answered him, 
“You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”  And they cast him out.  Jesus 
heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of God?”  He answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?”  Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.”  He said, “Lord, I 
believe”; and he worshiped Him. 
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Saints commemorated today: Equals-to-the-Apostles Constantine and 
Helen; Constantine, Prince of Murom, and his sons Michael and Theodore, 
the Wonderworkers. 
 
Holy Bread: Kh Meleah Palke 
 
Commemorations(Living): Fr Michael, Pr Vicki, Katherine, Teresa, John, 
Corgie, Karen, Maher, Fabiola, Christopher, Steven, Jonathan, Jaime, 
Justin, George, Joan, Fr Tom, Kh Meleah, Stephen, Sagi, Sky, Carol, 
Natalia, Alexander, Anthony, Jim, Laura, Michael, Joel, Lisa, Danny, Asa, 
Cody, Max, Levi, Courtney, Nina, Kenneth, Alex, Christina, Beth, John, 
Dominick, Yina, Michael, Debra, Lauren, Rashid, Hala, Irina, Fr. Vladimir 
Paul, all Orthodox missionaries, the suffering believers everywhere. 
Departed: 
 
Know your faith. The gift of the Holy Spirit is received in the Sacrament of 
_______________. What hymn is sung after a person has been baptized, 
chrismated, and received the Eucharist?  __________________________ 
______________. What were Paul and Silas doing in jail when the 
earthquake struck? _________________. Who received Holy Baptism later 
that day? ____________________________.  This happened in the city of 
___________________. Moses was raised by ______________________. 
He lived in _________________. He had to flee this place because he had 
___________________________________________________________. 
He fled to ________________, where a priest received him and offered his 
daughter, ____________________, in marriage. Moses’ first-born son was 
named ____________. How did God communicate to Moses regarding his 
role in delivering the Israelites? __________________. Moses had a sister 
named ____________ and a brother named _______________. After King 
Solomon died, Israel became divided into ___ kingdoms. _____________ 
became the king of the Northern tribes. _______________ became king of 
the southern tribes (Benjamin and ___________). On August 6 the Church 
celebrates the Feast of _______________________.  
 
Bible Study/Prayer group will meet this Wednesday, May 24, at 8:00 
PM on Zoom. We will observe the feast of the Ascension with 
Vespers. 
 
This year’s Parish Life Conference will be held at Antiochian Village 
June 28 – July 2 (Wednesday-Sunday). See www.ny-charplc.org for 
more details. 
 
Today we honor Fr Michael Kontogiorgis for having reached the 
milestone of 50 years of ministry in the Greek Orthodox Church since 
his graduation from Holy Cross Seminary. Many years, Father! 
 
Met. Saba will preside at Vespers tomorrow at 6 PM at St. Patrick’s, Bealeton. 
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THE SYNAXARION 
 
On May 21 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Constantine, 
Prince of Murom, and his sons Michael and Theodore, the Wonderworkers; 
and the holy, glorious, God-crowned and great Sovereigns Constantine and 
Helen, the Equals to the Apostles. 
 
Before a great battle, a brilliant Cross appeared to Constantine in the sky 
during the day, completely adorned with stars and written on the Cross 
were these words: “By this Sign Conquer.” Astonished, the emperor 
ordered a large cross to be forged similar to the one that appeared to him; 
and that it be carried before the army. By the power of the Cross he 
achieved a glorious victory over the larger enemy. Immediately after that, 
Constantine issued the famous Edict of Milan in 313 to halt the persecution 
of Christians. When a discord began in the Church because of the heretic 
Arius, the emperor convened the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 
325, where the heresy was condemned and Orthodoxy confirmed. Helen, 
the pious mother of the emperor, visited Jerusalem, discovered the 
Honorable Cross of the Lord, built the Church of the Resurrection on 
Golgotha and other churches throughout the Holy Land. This holy woman 
presented herself to the Lord in her eightieth year in 327. Emperor 
Constantine died ten years later at age 65. 

 
On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle 

wrought by our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who 
was blind from his birth. 
 
The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human 
effort, while leaving the Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, 
Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that the man was born without eyeballs. 
Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in his eye sockets and told him 
to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous water spring in Jerusalem. The 
Savior did not send him there because his eye sockets were filled with clay, 
nor did the pool have healing power, but instead to test his faith and 
obedience. Jesus fashioned the eyes of the blind man from the dirt as God 
fashioned man from the dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed 
him, but this confession caused him to be cast out by the enemies of the 
truth. Even his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind man 
followed Jesus from that moment forward. 
 
By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on 
us. Amen. 
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