
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
After-Feast of the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos 

August 20, 2023 
 

Prophet Samuel; Martyr Photeini of Blachernae; Martyrs Heliodoros and Dosai of 

Persia 
 

The First Antiphon 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth, give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His 

Name. Declare His works among the nations. 
 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
 

In the city of our God, in His holy mountain, His place hath been made in peace, 

and His dwelling in Zion. (Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 
 

The Second Antiphon 

The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling of Jacob. Glorious 

things are spoken of thee, O city of God. 
 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing unto 

Thee. Alleluia. 
 

God hath laid her foundation unto eternity. We have thought, O God, of Thy 

mercy in the midst of Thy people. (Refrain) 
 

The most-high hath hallowed His tabernacle. (Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… Only begotten Son and Word of God… 
 

The Third Antiphon 

Ready is my heart, O God, ready is my heart; I will sing and chant in my glory. 

What shall I render to the Lord for all that He hath given me? I will receive the 

cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. (Now sing the Troparion of 

the Dormition.) 
 

Resurrection Troparion (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, 

then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the 

dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 

Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 
 

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone 1) 

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 

thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 

life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 

from death.  

Troparion for St. Raphael of Brooklyn (Tone 3) 

Rejoice, O Father Raphael, Adornment of the holy Church! Thou art Champion 

of the True Faith, Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the Oppressed, Father to 

orphans and Friend of the poor, Peacemaker and good Shepherd, Joy of all the 

Orthodox, Son of Antioch, Boast of America. Intercede with Christ God for us 

and for all who honor thee. 
 

Kontakion of the Dormition (Tone 2) 

Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, who is never 

rejected, neither tomb nor death could control. But being the Mother of Life, He 

Who dwelt in her ever-Virgin womb did translate her to life. 
 

The Prokeimenon  
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely.  
 

Epistle                                                                                 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those 

who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not 

have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of 

the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from 

working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 

vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of 

the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is 

written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the 

grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? 

It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher 

thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it 

too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon 

you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we 

endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                   Matthew 18:23-35 
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one 

was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his 

lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 

payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him the lord of 

that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down 

and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went 

and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw 

what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 

their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not 

you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 



his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My 

heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 

your heart.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Bread: Kh Meleah Palke 
 

Commemorations(Living): Fr Michael, Pr Vicki, Katherine, John, Corgie, 

Karen, Maher, Fabiola, Christopher, Steven, Jonathan, Jaime, Justin, George, 

Joan, Fr Tom, Kh Meleah, Stephen, Sagi, Sky, Carol, Natalia, Alexander, 

Anthony, Jim, Laura, Michael, Joel, Lisa, Danny, Asa, Cody, Max, Levi, 

Courtney, Nina, Kenneth, Alex, Christina, Beth, John, Dominick, Yina, Michael, 

Debra, Lauren, Rashid, Hala, Irina, Fr. Vladimir Paul, all Orthodox missionaries, 

the suffering believers everywhere. 

Departed: 
 

THE SYNAXARION On August 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue 

to celebrate the Dormition of the Most holy Theotokos, and we commemorate 

the holy and glorious Prophet Samuel. Samuel, the fifteenth and last judge of 

Israel, lived eleven hundred years before the birth of Christ in Shiloh near the 

Ark of the Covenant. Samuel, in his twelfth year, had a true revelation from God 

concerning the punishments which were pending before the house of the high 

priest Eli because of the immorality of his sons Hophni and Phineas. That 

revelation soon materialized: The Philistines defeated the Israelites, slew both of 

Eli’s sons and captured the Ark of the Covenant. When the messenger informed 

Eli of this tragedy, Eli fell dead to the ground. The same thing occurred to his 

daughter-in-law, the wife of Phineas. For twenty years the Israelites were the 

slaves of the Philistines. After this period of time, God sent Samuel to the people 

to preach repentance if they wished to be saved from their enemies. The people 

repented and rejected the foreign idols that they served and recognized Samuel 

as a prophet, priest and judge. Then Samuel set out with an army against the 

Philistines and with God’s help confused and defeated them, thus liberating the 

land and the people. After that, Samuel peacefully judged his people until old 

age. On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Photeini of Blachernae; and 

Martyrs Heliodoros and Dosai of Persia. By their intercessions, O Christ God, 

have mercy upon us. Amen.  
 

Know your faith. In today’s Epistle, _____________ is telling the church in Corinth 

that it is the ______________ of his apostleship. When he asks the question, “Who 

serves as a soldier at his own expense,” what point is he making? 

___________________________________________. In the Gospel, why was the 

wicked servant thrown into jail? ___________________________ The liturgical 

year begins on _______________________. What is the first major feast celebrated 

in the new liturgical year? _____________________. When? ________________. 

The next feast that follows is ___________________. When? ________________. 

There are a total of __________ major feasts during the year? 
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