Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council
October 15, 2023

Hieromartyr Lucian of Antioch; Venerable Euthymios the Younger of Athos; Savvinos, bishop of
Catania

\
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 2)

Byzantine Tone 2 Basil Kazan
(1915 -2001)
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death, O thou death - less  and im - mor - tal One.
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thou didst raise the dead__ from be - neath the earth.
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O Christ, thou Giv - er of life glo - ry to thee.

Troparion for the Holy Fathers (Tone 8)

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the
true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.

Troparion for St. Raphael of Brooklyn (Tone 3)

Rejoice, O Father Raphael, Adornment of the holy Church! Thou art Champion
of the True Faith, Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the oppressed, Father to
orphans and Friend of the poor, Peacemaker and good Shepherd, Joy of all the
Orthodox, Son of Antioch, Boast of America. Intercede with Christ God for us
and for all who honor thee.

Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays (Tone 4)

O Undisputed intercessor of Christians, the mediatrix who is unrejected by the
Creator, turn not away from the voice of our petitions, though we be sinners.
Come to us with aid in time, who cry unto thee in faith; for thou art good. Hasten
to us with intercessions O Theotokos, who dost ever intercede for those who
honor thee.

The Prokeimenon
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done.

The Epistle Titus 3:8-15
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good
deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies,
genealogies, dissension, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and
futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice,
knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When
I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for
I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn
to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not
to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

The Holy Gospel Luke 8:5-15
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he
sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of
the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered
away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded
a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable meant,
Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God;
but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing
they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and
takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved.
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it
with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who
hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good
soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good



heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, He called out, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Holy Bread: Kh Meleah Palke

Commemorations(Living): Fr Michael, Pr Vicki, John, Corgie, Karen, Maher,
Fabiola, Christopher, Steven, Jonathan, Jaime, Justin, George, Joan, Fr Tom, Kh
Meleah, Stephen, Sagi, Carol, Jim, Laura, Michael, Joel, Lisa, Danny, Asa, Cody,
Max, Levi, Courtney, Nina, Kenneth, Alex, Christina, Beth, John, Dominick, Yina,
Lauren, Fr. Vladimir Paul, all Orthodox missionaries, the suffering believers
everywhere.

Departed:

We will have Prayer and Bible Study on Wednesday, October 18 at 8 PM via
Zoom. We will continue our study of Ruth. Read Ruth 4 and watch for the email
with the agenda and Zoom link.

Synaxarion. On October 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
Hieromartyr Lucian of Antioch; Venerable Euthymios the Younger of Athos; and
Savvinos, bishop of Catania. On this day we commemorate the holy and blessed
Fathers who came together for the second time in Nicaea, during the reign of the
pious and Christ-loving Sovereigns Constantine and lrene, against those who
impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that the Church of God worships idols,
and rejected the august and holy icons. The Council met in 787 to refute the
Iconoclast heresy, whose camp believed that all depictions of Christ, His Mother
and the saints should be destroyed. The iconophiles believed that icons served to
preserve the doctrinal teachings of the Church; and they considered icons to be
man’s dynamic way of expressing the divine through art and beauty. The council
decreed that the veneration of icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the
honor shown to them is not directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the prototype,
or the person depicted. It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who
became man and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot
be represented in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time”
(John 1:18). By the intercessions of the Holy Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.

The Seventh Ecumenical Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast heresy, whose
camp believed that all depictions of Christ, His Mother and the saints should be
destroyed. The iconophiles believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal
teachings of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s dynamic way of
expressing the divine through art and beauty. The council decreed that the
veneration of icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to
them is not directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the prototype, or the person
depicted. It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who became man and
took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot be represented
in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time” (John 1:18).
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