
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
March 3, 2024 

 

Martyrs Eutropios, Kleonikos, and Basilikos of Amasea; Hieromartyr Theodoretos of 

Antioch 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 6) 

 
Troparion for St. Raphael of Brooklyn (Tone 3) 

Rejoice, O Father Raphael, Adornment of the holy Church! Thou art Champion 

of the True Faith, Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the oppressed, Father to 

orphans and Friend of the poor, Peacemaker and good Shepherd, Joy of all the 

Orthodox, Son of Antioch, Boast of America. Intercede with Christ God for us 

and for all who honor thee. 
 

Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone 3) 

Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory and dispersed in wicked 

deeds the riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto 

Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father. But receive me 

in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord. 
 

Prokeimenon 

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.  
Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God. 
 

Epistle                                                                             1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

BRETHREN, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All 

things are lawful for me," but I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant 

for the stomach and the stomach for food"--and God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord 

for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you 

not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? 

For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to 

the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which 

a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own 

body. Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within 

you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a 

price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                       Luke 15:11-32 

The Lord told this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger 

of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.' 

And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son 

gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a 

great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and 

joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields 

to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and 

no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of 

my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with 

hunger! I will rise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me as one of your hired servants."' And he arose and came to his father. 

But while he was still at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and 

ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.' But the father said to the servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 

on him and put a ring on his finger, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted 

calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make merry. Now his 

elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near the house, he heard 



music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. 

And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 

calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused 

to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, 

these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet 

you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when 

this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed 

for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and 

all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Holy Bread: Carol Ofiesh/Kh Meleah Palke 
 

Commemorations(Living): Fr Michael, Pr Vicki, John, Corgie, Karen, Maher, 

Fabiola, Christopher, Steven, Jonathan, Jaime, Justin, George, Joan, Fr Tom, Kh 

Meleah, Stephen, Carol, Michael, Joel, Lisa, Danny, Asa, Cody, Max, Levi, 

Courtney, Nina, Kenneth, Alex, Christina, Beth, Janni, Dominick, Yina, Lauren, 

Rashid, Hala, Irina, Alex, Lauren, Aaron, Adam, Atticus, Gabriela, Antonina, 

Fr. Vladimir Paul, all Orthodox missionaries, the suffering believers 

everywhere. 

Departed: James, Laura, Mugurel, Tinca, Stelian, Gary 

Looking ahead: Meatfare (Judgment) Sunday: March 10. Cheesefare 

(Forgiveness) Sunday: March 17. Lent begins March 18. Pascha: May 5. 

The Synaxarion. On March 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 

Martyrs Eutropios, Kleonikos, and Basilikos of Amasea; and Hieromartyr 

Theodoretos of Antioch.  

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which 

occurs in the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the 

Triodion. In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the 

condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of God’s 

compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the wretched 

condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments. 

However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to 

return to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions 

all those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for 

their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove the 

desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds. 

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon 

us. Amen. 

Please join us for social hour after Divine Liturgy! 
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